
From: Oxford Newcomers and Friends newcomers@oxfordms.com
Subject: April 2021 ONC&F Newsletter

Date: March 28, 2021 at 6:00 PM
To: rosie@oxfordms.com

April looks to be another beautiful
month in North Mississippi – hope
you're able to get out and enjoy!
Women's Coffee kicks things off for
ONC&F this Friday, April 2nd; look for a
great Educational Program on the
late Governor Winter on April 14th. Lots
of terrific books to read and discuss –
note the Oxford Public Library has
reopened to full browsing without an

appointment! And don't miss the gardening tips and opportunities for classes
and Master Gardener certification!

DUES UPDATE: If you paid your 2020 ONC&F dues, you're covered for 2021!
Due to the pandemic, ONC&F has been on hold for all but virtual gatherings;
dues paid for 2020 have rolled over as paid 2021 memberships. Each month,
the Board is revisiting the issue of starting back to in-person gatherings based
on CDC recommendations and information about vaccinations. We've already
begun booking party venues for later in the year – we miss you, too!

BETTER READ THAN DEAD will meet via Zoom on Thursday, April 22nd at
2:00 pm. The book for discussion will be The Housekeeper and the Professor
by Yoko Ogawa. He is a brilliant math professor with a peculiar problem-ever
since a traumatic head injury, he has lived with only eighty minutes of short-
term memory. She is an astute young housekeeper, with a ten-year-old son,
who is hired to care for him. And every morning, as the professor and the
housekeeper are introduced to each other anew, a strange and beautiful



housekeeper are introduced to each other anew, a strange and beautiful
relationship blossoms between them. This is an enchanting story about what it
means to live in the present, and about the curious equations that can create a
family. Zoom coordinator Cathy Williamson will send out the link prior to the
meeting. All are welcome! If you would like to join in, just email chair Nancy
Muller at maytarie@att.net, and she will be sure you get the link.

BOOK CHAT is the alternative to the traditional book club. Here, participants
chat once a month to share whatever they have recently read, or would like to
suggest for others, be it fiction, non-fiction, poetry, or drama. All book lovers
are invited! Discuss recent and favorite books or just listen in. To join the
Zoom gathering on Tuesday, March 30th at 10:00 am, click here or go to
the Zoom website (https://Zoom.us) and enter the meeting ID: 876 4662 2710
Then please plan to join us again at 10:00 am on Tuesday, April 27th (our
customary last Tuesday of the month) and share a favorite read! Click here to
join the April 27th Zoom meeting or go to https://Zoom.us and enter the
meeting ID: 826 4138 4067 Questions? Contact Debra Guyton at
debraguyton@bellsouth.net

BOOK CLUB ONE: April’s book selection is In Faulkner’s Shadow by Oxford’s
own Larry Wells. The book is filled with memorable anecdotes about the
Oxford literary scene and insights into what it was like to marry into the
Faulkner clan! Book Club One will meet on Zoom on Thursday, April 15th (our
customary third Thursday of the month) at 2:00 pm. Click here to join us, or
connect by going to the Zoom website (https://Zoom.us) and entering the
meeting ID: 859 5503 2707. All Newcomers and friends are welcome! Chair:
Debra Guyton, (251) 490-6690 or debraguyton@bellsouth.net

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM: Please join us via Zoom on Wednesday, April
14th at 10:00 am for Remembering Governor William Winter and learn
more about the distinguished career of the late Mississippi Governor William
Winter, a crusader for public education and racial harmony who passed away
at the age of 97 on December 18th, 2020. The program will start with The
Toughest Job: William Winter’s Mississippi, the Southeast Emmy Award-
winning documentary that chronicles the life and career of Mississippi’s 57th
governor and his fight to pass the 1982 Education Reform Bill. It’s a
comprehensive, insightful film about Winter’s life, from his childhood through
his many campaigns, the education reform legislation, the inception of the
Winter Institute, and more. Following the film, David Crews and Andrew
Mullins, among the “Boys of Spring” who comprised Governor Winter’s staff,
will add observations and answer questions. In addition to serving on Governor
Winter’s staff, David Crews is currently Clerk of Court for the US District Court
in Oxford and was an executive producer of the documentary film. Andy
Mullins, retired from the University of Mississippi, was Governor Winter’s
Special Assistant for education, served as a Special Assistant to the first
appointed State Superintendent of Education, and worked with the legislature
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appointed State Superintendent of Education, and worked with the legislature
to implement the seventeen programs of the education reform Act. Click here
to join us. Questions? Contact Chair Don Mason, dmason222@gmail.com

APRIL GARDENING TIPS: Since we enjoyed a much more normal weather
pattern in March, hope “springs” eternal for April! In my opinion, one of the
prettiest sights after winter is that first verdant blush of spring dappled with
the beautiful blooms of redbuds, cherry trees, and dogwoods! I’ve enjoyed
getting out and about in my yard the past few weeks, and hope you have, too.
My concerns about losing plantings due to the harsh conditions encountered in
February have been alleviated, with most finally coming back to life. The only
perennial I’m still unsure of is my lantana. It has faithfully come back for about
five years now, but we've never been below freezing for as many days as just
experienced. This showy, summer workhorse should start putting on this year’s
leaves late April to first of May, so a waiting game to see if it survived.
......Although a late spring freeze or frost is always a possibility in north
Mississippi, April remains an ideal time to plant new shrubs, trees and bedding
plants. I always rake away last year’s mulch before arranging and planting new
materials. New plants should not require fertilization when installing, but I do
recommend drenching with root stimulator to help establish new shrubs.
Simply follow the directions for the product you choose. Now is a good time to
divide annuals like liriope, ajuga, Shasta daisies and to set out summer/fall
blooming bulbs such as cannas, gladiolas, dahlias and callas. After I’ve put in
new plants and before mulching new and existing beds, I always generously
sprinkle a weed inhibitor. It will not kill weeds already present, but it will inhibit
the growth of new weeds.
......If you are planting azaleas this year, it’s recommended to wait until they
bloom to be sure of the color you’re choosing. Once they have finished
blooming, it’s time to trim away any spindly growth and fertilize them. Choose
a fertilizer specifically formulated for azaleas, and follow package directions.
Azaleas will typically set new blooms in early summer, so trimming after that
will be cutting away next year’s blooms.
......For those of you with home vegetable gardens, April is the time to plant
tomatoes, cucumbers, corn, beans, eggplant, okra, peas, and melons. They
should be fertilized according to recommendations for each type of plant. We
also plant herbs at this time of year. I like to plant herbs such as rosemary,
basil and parsley in pots with annuals for a showy display that I can also
harvest for use in the kitchen. Butterflies also love parsley and will be attracted
to your garden. If you use a lot of it in your culinary pursuits, you’ll want to
make sure to plant enough for yourself and the butterflies!
......For bird lovers, if you haven’t already gotten out your hummingbird
feeders, it’s time. Early arrivals are migrating now from Central and South
America, and after such a long journey, they are hungry! Songbirds prevalent
in our area love to find oiled sunflower seeds, thistle, and millet in feeders.

Happy Gardening, Karen Travillo, Master Gardener Lafayette County

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015fy1blDu7C4yHvuPT8kFRKxvRoQEcO1_HBrZuuF6MqXOAc-AEcNX58wlkd-wcGlpVbafCWoCrRjL8HZbXBK8wCdWRP--TgyXEhJRgtxmwVl55QWLTKq9GeZvXfhTXycdMgBZK-Nyd4gpe17G8c7NmwDAUptUdSYR7vRR-rvZNTGW6DwGmCkWO9hynZuh_3xCxbMJ7ufNq0HbrN76cZgHlufsqCucnT32&c=NgrmHwwc26DEJ9e6npW0x1aaq7XkLac9RGo3drJBQuwMngtAuw82IA==&ch=HBeJtmUXQRGZCkLtiL588iBcJpTBxTKYYFb6FEkYsHF6aOe9EoBfvQ==&jrc=1
mailto:dmason222@gmail.com


READING FAULKNER will meet at 4:00 pm on Monday, April 19th, to discuss
Chapters 6 and 7 of Absalom, Absalom! Click here to join us on Zoom, or
connect by going to the Zoom website (https://Zoom.us) and entering the
meeting ID: 862 7111 2707. If you would like to join this group or get more
information about it, please contact Chair Dianne Fergusson at (662) 236-4088
or sdsferg@bellsouth.net

READING SUGGESTIONS: Debra Guyton, leader of Book Chat, starts with
two gardening books that are both informative and full of great photographs –
and perhaps the inspiration you need for summer planting! Mississippi’s own
Felder Rushing has a new book out, Maverick Gardeners: Dr. Dirt and Other
Independent Gardeners, which pays homage to nontraditional gardeners who
passionately do it their own way. It's full of practical plans on getting the most
out of your garden, whether you follow the rules or make your own. Another
fabulous photograph-filled book is One Writer’s Garden: Eudora Welty’s Home
Place by Susan Haltom and Jane Roy Brown, which recounts the restoration of
Welty’s mother’s garden in Jackson. The book delights with information about
how American gardens evolved in the early twentieth century and reminds us
of Southern plantings that have stood the test of time. This would also make a
great gift for any gardening friends and family. Or explore Wonderworks: The
25 Most Powerful Inventions in the History of Literature by Angus Fletcher,
which combines a fascinating appraisal of the importance of literature and a
neuroscientist’s explanation of how stories, poems, and plays affect our brains
and help us become more creative, more resilient, and more humane.
......Fiction lovers will be sure to appreciate Yoko Ogawa’s The Housekeeper
and the Professor – this moth’s Better Read than Dead selection – an
enchanting novel about a brilliant math professor whose short-term memory
has shrunk to eighty minutes due to a head injury and the housekeeper hired
to care for him. After reading it, you may find yourself buying copies for all of
your friends. A novel to transport you to another place and time is Lily King’s
Euphoria, inspired by events in the life of revolutionary anthropologist
Margaret Mead. It's the captivating story of three young, gifted anthropologists
of the 1930s caught in a passionate love triangle that threatens their bonds,
their careers, and ultimately their lives. Finally, The Night Tiger by Yangsze
Choo is a sumptuous garden maze of a novel that will immerse readers in
1930s Malaysia in a tale of love, a ghost story, and a dark adventure full of
secrets and superstition. It is a dazzling novel that you will not want to end.

WOMEN'S COFFEE meets virtually the 1st and 3rd Fridays of every month.
Join us via Zoom at 9:00 am on Friday, April 2nd and again on the 16th for
conversation and community. It's a great way to end the week – just join us
from your kitchen or patio! Contact Jonell McGivern, jonell52@att.net or (205)
937-2888, and she'll make sure you get the Zoom details before each
gathering. Chair: Nellanne Davis, nellanned@aol.com
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ONC&F MARCH 2021 CALENDAR

Saturday, Mar 27 – Sunday, Apr 4, Passover
Tuesday, Mar 30, Book Chat 10:00 am
Thursday, Apr 1, April Fool's Day
Friday, Apr 2, Women's Coffee 9:00 am
Sunday, Apr 4, Easter
Wednesday, Apr 14, Educational Program 10:00 am
Monday, Apr 19, Reading Faulkner 4:00 pm
Thursday, Apr 15, Book Club One 2:00 pm
Friday, Apr 16, Women's Coffee 9:00 am
Thursday, Apr 22, Better Read than Dead 2:00 pm
Tuesday, Apr 27, Book Chat 10:00 am

MISSISSIPPI COVID-19 VACCINE UPDATE: Everyone over the age of 16
is now eligible for the vaccine in Mississippi. To see about scheduling your
vaccine, start HERE on the MS Department of Health website or call (877) 978-
6453. To learn more, visit the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
website at www.msema.org/covid-19
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Oxford Newcomers and Friends Executive Committee 2020-21

President: Judy Owen, Sophieandme920@gmail.com
Vice President: Jonell McGivern, jonell52@att.net

Communications: Michelle Harvey, mmautheharvey@att.net
Educational Programs: Don Mason, dmason222@gmail.com

Immediate Past President: Anita Kimery, kimery47@yahoo.com
Membership: Nellanne Davis, nellanned@aol.com

Social Director: Bonnie Siebert, bonnie1017@aol.com
Treasurer: Richard Muller, frotscher60@att.net
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Updates to share? Send to ONC&F Communications Chair
Michelle Harvey, mmautheharvey@att.net
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